[Significance of local ablation therapy following portal embolization therapy for hepatocellular carcinoma with portal vein tumor thrombus].
We have performed ablation therapy for 4 patients who had hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) with portal vein tumor thrombus (PVTT). In order to avoid intrahepatic metastasis due to ablation, we treated portal venous embolization before ablation. After treatment, computed tomography revealed no viable area in the treated lesion and no dissemination in the portal vein. A complication was encountered in 1 patient, in the form of a collection of ascites due to portal hypertension. We conclude that ablation therapy is the choice for unresectable HCC with PVTT in multidisciplinary therapy.